
UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE MADRID

Proceedings of the 5th International Congress
on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East





Universidad Autónoma de Madrid

Proceedings of the 5th International
Congress on the Archaeology of

the Ancient Near East

Madrid, April 3-8 2006

Edited by
Joaquín Mª Córdoba, Miquel Molist, Mª Carmen Pérez,

Isabel Rubio, Sergio Martínez
(Editores)

Madrid, 3 a 8 de abril de 2006

Actas del V Congreso Internacional
de Arqueología del Oriente Próximo Antiguo

VOL. II

Centro Superior de Estudios sobre el Oriente Próximo y Egipto

Madrid 2008



���������	
���

�
����	����
 �������
�� ��� �! �"!! #!$ !
����	�%��& ���� ��� �! �"!! #!' �
(�)����	��*��� +, -./'$$�

�����0�� ����)	�1�23������	+145���&
�6)1��	��	�)�7�&
(��7�	2�	�38��1��� �&
& ��9�2�1&



5th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East
V Congreso Internacional de Arqueología del Oriente Próximo Antiguo

Scientific Committee Scientific Steering Committee
Comité Científico Organizador Comité Científico Permanente

Joaquín Mª Córdoba Manfred Bietak
Sergio Martínez Barthel Hrouda (honorary member)
Miquel Molist Hartmut Kühne
Mª Carmen Pérez Jean-Claude Margueron
Isabel Rubio Wendy Matthews

Paolo Matthiae
Diederik Meijer
Ingolf Thuesen
Irene J. Winter

Executive Commission
Comisión Ejecutiva

Ana Arroyo, Carmen del Cerro, Fernando Escribano, Saúl Escuredo, Alejandro Gallego,
Zahara Gharehkhani, Alessandro Grassi, José Manuel Herrero †, Rodrigo Lucía, Montserrat
Mañé, Covadonga Sevilla, Elena Torres

Technical collaborators
Colaboradores técnicos

Virginia Tejedor, Pedro Bao, Roberto Peñas, Pedro Suárez, Pablo Sebastagoítia, Jesús
González, Raúl Varea, Javier Lisbona, Carmen Suárez, Amanda Gómez, Carmen Úbeda,
Cristina López, José Mª Pereda, Rosa Plaza, Lorenzo Manso, Juan Trapero

Congress Venue

Sede del Congreso

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
Facultad de Filosofía y Letras

Sponsorships
Apoyos y patrocinios

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia
Ministerio de Cultura
Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores
Comunidad de Madrid



Themes of the Congress
Temas del Congreso

1. History and Method of Archaeological Research
La historia y la metodología de la investigación arqueológica

2. The Archaeology and the Environment of the Ancient Eastern Cities and Villages
La arqueología y el entorno de las ciudades y las aldeas antiguas

3. Arts and Crafts in the Ancient Near East
La artesanía y el arte en el Oriente Antiguo

4. Reports on the Results from the Latest Archaeological Seasons
Informes sobre los resultados de las recientes campañas de excavación



Index - Índice

VOL. I

Á. Gabilondo Pujol, Prólogo...................................................................................... 17
P. Matthiae, Opening Speech ........................................................................................ 21
J. Mª Córdoba, M. Molist, Mª C. Pérez, I. Rubio, S. Martínez, Bienvenida........ 25

Opening Lectures to Main Themes - Apertura de las sesiones temáticas

N. Chevalier, Considérations sur l’histoire de l’archéologie, ses origines et son développe-
ment actuel.............................................................................................................. 31

S. Mazzoni, Arts, crafts and the state: A dialectic process............................................ 37

Papers and posters - Comunicaciones y pósters

M. Abdulkarim, O. Olesti-Vila, Territoire et paysage dans la province romaine de
la Syrie. La centuriatio d’Emesa (Homs) ............................................................... 55

G. Affani, Astragalus bone in Ancient Near East: Ritual depositions in Iron Age
in Tell Afis ........................................................................................................... 77

A. Ahrens, Egyptian and Egyptianizing stone vessels from the royal tomb and palace
at Tell Mišrife/Qa�na (Syria): Imports and local imitations ................................... 93

B. Ajorloo, The neolithization process in Azerbaijan: An introduction to review............... 107
C. Alvaro, C. Lemorini, G. Palumbi, P. Piccione, From the analysis of the archaeo-

logical context to the life of a community. «Ethnographic» remarks on the Arslantepe
VIB2 village .......................................................................................................... 127

Sh. N. Amirov, Towards understanding religious character of Tell Hazna 1 oval ............. 137
Á. Armendáriz, L. Teira, M. Al-Maqdissi, M. Haïdar-Boustani, J. J. Ibáñez, J. Gonzá-

lez Urquijo, The megalithic necropolises in the Homs Gap (Syria). A preliminary
approach ................................................................................................................. 151

A. Arroyo, Akpinar.................................................................................................... 163



L. Astruc, O. Daune-Le Brun, A. L. Brun, F. Hourani, Un atelier de fabrication
de récipients en pierre à Khirokitia (Néolothique pré-céramique récent, VIIe millénaire
av. JC, Chypre........................................................................................................ 175

G. Baccelli, F. Manuelli, Middle Bronze Khabur Ware from Tell Barri/Kahat ..... 187
B. Bader, Avaris and Memphis in the Second Intermediate Period in Egypt (ca. 1770-

1770-1550/40 BC)............................................................................................... 207
F. Baffi, Who locked the door? Fortification walls and city gates in Middle Bronze Age

inner Syria: Ebla and Tell Tuqan .......................................................................... 225
L. Barda, El aporte de los mapas y descripciones antiguas en el ensayo de reconstrucción

de sitios arqueológicos, periferias y rutas (con uso del SIG) ...................................... 245
C. D. Bardeschi, A propos des installations dans la cour du Temple Ovale de Khafajah ..... 253
C. Bellino, A. Vallorani, The Stele of Tell Ashara. The Neo-Syrian perspective............ 273
D. Ben-Shlomo, Iconographic representations from Early Iron Age Philistia and their

ethnic implications ................................................................................................... 285
A. I. Beneyto Lozano, Manifestaciones artísticas desde Oriente Próximo a Al-Andalus 305
L. Bombardieri, C. Forasassi, The pottery from IA II-III levels of Late-Assyrian

to Post-Assyrian period in Tell Barri/Kahat .......................................................... 323
B. Brown, The Kilamuwa Relief: Ethnicity, class and power in Iron Age North

Syria....................................................................................................................... 339
A. Brustolon, E. Rova, The Late Chalcolithic settlement in the Leilan region of Nor-

theastern Syria: A preliminary assessment .............................................................. 357
S. M. Cecchini, G. Affanni, A. Di Michele, Tell Afis. The walled acropolis (Middle

Bronze Age to Iron Age I). A work in progress..................................................... 383
B. Cerasetti, V. A. Girelli, G. Luglio, B. Rondelli, M. Zanfini, From monument to

town and country: Integrated techniques of surveying at Tilmen Höyük in South-East
Turkey.................................................................................................................... 393

N. Chevalier, Fouiller un palais assyrien au XIXe siècle: Victor Place à Khorsabad....... 403
L. Chiocchetti, Post-Assyrian pottery from the Italian excavations at Fort Shalmaneser,

1987-1990 ............................................................................................................ 417
X. Clop García, Estrategias de gestión de las materias primas de origen mineral en Tell

Halula: primera aproximación................................................................................ 441
A. Colantoni, A. Gottarelli, A formalized approach to pottery typology: The case of

some typical shapes from the Late Bronze Age in Northern Syria .......................... 455
A. M. Conti, C. Persiani, Arslantepe. The building sequence of the EB3 settle-

ment ....................................................................................................................... 465
C. Coppini, Mitannian pottery from Tell Barri ........................................................... 477
J. Mª Córdoba, Informe preliminar sobre las últimas campañas en al Madam (2003-2006).... 493
F. Cruciani, The atributes of Ishtar in Old Syrian glyptic and the Mesopotamian literary

tradition.................................................................................................................. 509
A. Daems, Alternative ways for reading some female figurines from Late Prehistoric

Mesopotamia and Iran............................................................................................ 519

10 Proceedings of the 5th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East



A. D’Agostino, Between Mitannians and Middle-Assyrians: Changes and links
in ceramic culture at Tell Barri and in Syrian Jazirah during the end of the 2nd
millennium BC ....................................................................................................... 525

A. D’Agostino, S. Valenti, N. Laneri, Archaeological works at Hirbemerdon Tepe
(Turkey). A preliminary report or the first three seasons ......................................... 549

M. B. D’Anna, R. Laurito, A. Ricci, Walking on the Malatya Plain (Turkey): Pre-
liminary remarks on Chalcolithic pottery and occupation. 2003-2005 Archaeological
Survey Project ......................................................................................................... 567

I. de Aloe, A preliminary report on the 1995 Tell Leilan survey: The pottery from
the Hellenistic to the Sasanian Period ..................................................................... 575

F. Dedeoglu, Cultural transformation and settlement system of Southwestern Ana-
tolia from Neolithic to LBA: A case study from Denizili/Çivril Plain.................. 587

K. De Langhe, Early Christianity in Iraq and the Gulf: A view from the architec-
tural remains .......................................................................................................... 603

T. De Schacht, W. Gheyle, R. Gossens, A. De Wulf, Archaeological research
and CORONA: On the use, misuse and full potential of historical remote sen-
sing data ................................................................................................................. 611

C. del Cerro, Life and society of the inhabitants of al Madam (UAE). Interdisciplinary
study of an Iron Age village and its environment .................................................... 619

G. M. Di Nocera, Settlements, population and landscape on the Upper Euphrates between
V and II millennium BC. Results of the Archaeological Survey Project 2003-2005
in the Malatya Plain .............................................................................................. 633

S. Di Paolo, Dalle straordinarie avventure di Lady Hester Stanhope alla «Crociata» archaeo-
logica di Butler : la politica «religiosa» dei viaggi delle esplorazioni scientifiche nella
regione di Damasco tra XIX e XX secolo .............................................................. 647

R. Dolce, Considerations on the archaeological evidence from the Early Dynastic Temple
of Inanna at Nippur.............................................................................................. 661

R. H. Dornemann, Status report on the Early Bronze Age IV Temple in Area E at
Tell Qarqur in the Orontes Valley, Syria ............................................................... 679

A. Egea Vivancos, Artesanos de lo rupestre en el alto Éufrates sirio durante la época romana.. 711
A. Egea Vivancos, Viajeros y primeras expediciones arqueológicas en Siria. Su contribución

al redescubrimiento de Hierapolis y su entorno ........................................................ 731
B. Einwag, Fortified citadels in the Early Bronze Age? New evidence from Tall Bazi

(Syria) .................................................................................................................... 741
M. Erdalkiran, The Halaf Ceramics in �irnak area, Turkey..................................... 755
F. Escribano Martín, Babilonia y los españoles en el siglo XIX ................................. 767
M. Feizkhah, Pottery of Garrangu style in Azarbaijan (Iran).................................... 775
E. Felluca, Ceramic evidences from Bampur: A key site to reconstruct the cultural development

in the Bampur Valley (Iran) during the third millennium BC................................. 797
E. Felluca, S. Mogliazza Under-floor burials in a Middle Bronze Age domestic quarter at Tell

Mardikh – Ebla, Syria ........................................................................................... 809

Index - Índice 11



VOL. II

S. Festuccia, M. Rossi, Recent excavations on the Ebla Acropolis (Syria).................. 17
S. Festuccia, M. Rossi Latest phases of Tell Mardikh - Ebla: Area PSouth Lower

Town ...................................................................................................................... 31
J.-D. Forest and R. Vallet, Uruk architecture from abroad: Some thoughts about

Hassek Höyük....................................................................................................... 39
M. Fortin, L.-M. Loisier, J. Pouliot, La géomatique au service des fouilles archéologiques:

l’exemple de Tell ‘Acharneh, en Syrie ...................................................................... 55
G. Gernez, A new study of metal weapons from Byblos: Preliminary work ..................... 73
K. T. Gibbs, Pierced clay disks and Late Neolithic textile production.......................... 89
J. Gil Fuensanta, P. Charvàt, E A. Crivelli, The dawn of a city. Surtepe Höyük excava-

tions Birecik Dam area, Eastern Turkey ............................................................... 97
A. Gómez Bach, Las producciones cerámicas del Halaf Final en Siria: Tell Halula (valle

del Éufrates) y Tell Chagar Bazar (valle del Khabur) ............................................. 113
E. Grootveld, What weeds can tell us Archaeobotanical research in the Jordan Valley ... 123
E. Guralnick, Khorsabad sculptured fragments............................................................ 127
H. Hameeuw, K. Vansteenhuyse, G. Jans, J. Bretschneider, K. Van Lerberghe,

Living with the dead. Tell Tweini: Middle Bronze Age tombs in an urban context... 143
R. Hempelmann, Kharab Sayyar : The foundation of the Early Bronze Age settle-

ment ....................................................................................................................... 153
F. Hole, Ritual and the collapse of Susa, ca 4000 BC ................................................ 165
D. Homès-Fredericq The Belgian excavations at al-Lahun (biblical Moab region), Jordan.

Past and future ....................................................................................................... 179
J. J. Ibáñez et al., Archaeological survey in the Homs Gap (Syria): Campaigns of 2004 and

2005....................................................................................................................... 187
A. Invernizzi, El testimonio de Ambrogio Bembo y Joseph Guillaume Grelot sobre

los restos arqueológicos iranios ................................................................................. 205
K. Jakubiak, Pelusium, still Egyptian or maybe Oriental town in the Western Synai.

Results of the last excavations on the Roman city ................................................... 221
S. A. Jasim, E. Abbas, The excavations of a Post-Hellenistic tomb at Dibba, UAE ..... 237
Z. A. Kafafi, A Late Bronze Age jewelry mound from Tell Dayr ‘Alla, Jordan ......... 255
E. Kaptijn, Settling the steppe. Iron Age irrigation around Tell Deir ‘Alla, Jordan Valley .... 265
C. Kepinski, New data from Grai Resh and Tell Khoshi (South-Sinjar, Iraq) collected

in 2001 and 2002 ................................................................................................. 285
A. Klein-Franke, The site in Jabal Qarn Wu’l near �iziaz in the region of San�an

(Yemen) .................................................................................................................. 297
G. Kozbe, A new archaeological survey project in the South Eastern Anatolia: Report of

the Cizre and Silopi region ..................................................................................... 323
P. Kurzawski, Assyrian outpost at Tell Sabi Abyad: Architecture, organisation of

space and social structure of the Late Bronze settlement ......................................... 341

12 Proceedings of the 5th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East



R. Laurito, C. Lemorini, E. Cristiani, Seal impressions on cretulae at Arslantepe:
Improving the methodological and interpretative references........................................ 351

A. R. Lisella, Clay figurines from Tell Ta’anek ........................................................... 361
M. Lönnqvist, Kathleen M. Kenyon 1906-1978. A hundred years after her birth.

The formative years of a female archaeologist: From socio-politics to the stratigraphi-
cal method and the radiocarbon revolution in archaeology......................................... 379

K. O. Lorentz, Crafting the Head: The human body as art? ...................................... 415
C. Lorre, Jacques de Morgan et la question de l’origine de la métalurgie dans le Caucase .... 433
S. Lundström, From six to seven Royal Tombs. The documentation of the Deutsche

Orient-Gesellschaft excavation at Assur (1903-1914) – Possibilities and limits of
its reexamination .................................................................................................... 445

N. Marchetti, A preliminary report on the 2005 and 2006 excavations at Tilmen
Höyük.................................................................................................................... 465

O. Marder, I. Milevski, R. Rabinovich, O. Ackermann, R. Shahack-Gross, P. Fine,
The Lower Paleolithic site of Revadin Quarry, Israel ............................................. 481

R. Martín Galán, An example of the survival of ancient Mesopotamian architectonical
traditions in Northern Jazireh during the Hellenistic period .................................... 491

A. C. Martins, Oriental antiquities and international conflicts. A Portuguese epi-
sode during the 1st World War ............................................................................... 515

K. Matsumura, Hellenistic human and animal sacrifices in Central Anatolia: Examples
from Kaman-Kalehöyük .......................................................................................... 523

P. Matthiae, The Temple of the Rock of Early Bronze IV A-B at Ebla: Structure,
chronology, continuity .............................................................................................. 547

M. G. Micale, The course of the images. Remarks on the architectural reconstructions
in the 19th and 20th centuries: The case of the Ziqqurrat ........................................ 571

L. Milano, Elena Rova, New discoveries of the Ca’Foscari University – Venice Team
at Tell Beydar (Syria) ............................................................................................. 587

I. Milevski, Y. Baumgarten, Between Lachish and Tel Erani: Horvat Ptora, a new
Late Prehistoric site in the Southern Levant ........................................................... 609

O. Muñoz, S. Cleuziou, La tombe 1 de Ra’s al-Jinz RJ-1: une approche de la
complexité des pratiques funéraires dans la peninsule d’Oman à l’Âge du Bronze ancien 627

L. Nigro, Tell es-Sultan/Jericho from village to town: A reassessment of the Early
Bronze Age I settlement and necropolis ................................................................... 645

L. Nigro, Prelimiray report of the first season of excavation of Rome «La Sapien-
za» University at Khirbet al-Batrawy (Upper Wadi az-Zarqa, Jordan) .................. 663

A. T. Ökse, Preliminary results of the salvage excavations at Salat Tepe in the Upper
Tigris region............................................................................................................ 683

V. Orsi, Between continuity and tranformation: The late 3rd Millennium BC ceramic
sequence from Tell Barri (Syria) ............................................................................. 699

A. Otto, Organization of Late Bronze Age cities in the Upper Syrian Euphrates
Valley..................................................................................................................... 715

M. Özba�aran, Musular: The special activity site in Central Anatolia, Turkey................. 733
F. Pedde, The Assur-Project. An old excavation newly analysed .................................. 743

Index - Índice 13



C. Persiani, Chemical analysis and time/space distribution of EB2-3 pottery at Ars-
lantepe (Malatya, Turkey) ...................................................................................... 753

L. P. Petit, Late Iron Age levels at Tell Damieh: New excavations results from the Jordan
Valley..................................................................................................................... 777

L. Peyronel, Making images of humans and animals. The clay figurines from the Royal
Palace G at Tell Mardikh-Ebla, Syria (EB IVA, c. 2400-2300 BC) ................. 787

P. Piccione, Walking in the Malatya Plain (Turkey): The first Half of the III millennium
BC (EBA I and II). Some preliminary remarks on the results of the 2003-2005
Archaeological Survey Project.................................................................................. 807

VOL. III

F. Pinnock, Artistic genres in Early Syrian Syria. Image and ideology of power in a
great pre-classical urban civilisation in its formative phases...................................... 17

A. Polcaro, EB I settlements and environment in the Wadi az-zarqa Dolmens and ideo-
logy of death........................................................................................................... 31

M. Pucci, The Neoassyrian residences of Tell Shekh Hamad, Syria............................ 49
P. Puppo, La Tabula «Chigi»: un riflesso delle conquiste romane in Oriente ................ 65
S. Riehl, Agricultural decision-making in the Bronze Age Near East: The development of

archaeobotanical crop plant assemblages in relation to climate change ....................... 71
A. Rochman-Halperin, Technical aspects of carving Iron Age decorative cosme-

tic palettes in the Southern Levant .......................................................................... 93
M. Rossi, Tell Deinit-Syria MEDA Project n. 15 (2002-2004). Restoration training

programs ................................................................................................................. 103
M. Sala, Khirbet Kerak Ware from Tell es-Sultan/ancient Jericho: A reassessment in

the light of the finds of the Italian-Palestinian Expedition (1997-2000) ............... 111
S. G. Schmid, A. Amour, A. Barmasse, S. Duchesne, C. Huguenot, L. Wadeson,

New insights into Nabataean funerary practices...................................................... 135
S. Silvonen, P. Kouki, M. Lavento, A. Mukkala, H. Ynnilä, Distribution of

Nabataean-Roman sites around Jabal Harûn: Analysis of factors causing site
patterning ............................................................................................................... 161

G. Spreafico, The Southern Temple of Tell el-Husn/Beth-Shean: The sacred ar-
chitecture of Iron Age Palestine reconsidered ........................................................... 181

M. T. Starzmann, Use of space in Shuruppak: Households on dispaly ....................... 203
T. Steimer-Herbet, H. Criaud, Funerary monuments of agro-pastoral populations

on the Leja (Southern Syria) ................................................................................... 221
G. Stiehler-Alegría, Kassitische Siegel aus stratifizierten Grabungen........................... 235
I. M. Swinnen, The Early Bronze I pottery from al-Lahun in Central Jordan: Seal

impressions and potter’s marks ................................................................................ 245
H. Tekin, The Late Neolithic pottery tradition of Southeastern Anatolia and its vicinity ....... 257
H. Tekin, Hakemi Use: A newly established site dating to the Hassuna / Samarra pe-

riod in Southeastern Anatolia................................................................................. 271

14 Proceedings of the 5th International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East



D. Thomas, The ebb and flow of empires – Afghanistan and neighbouring lands in the
twelfth-thirteenth centuries ....................................................................................... 285

Y. Tonoike, Beyond style: Petrographic analysis of Dalma ceramics in two regions
of Iran ................................................................................................................... 301

B. Uysal, The technical features of the Ninevite 5 Ware in Southeastern Anatolia ...... 313
C. Valdés Pererio, Qara Qûzâq and Tell Hamîs (Syrian Euphrates valley): Up-

dating and comparing Bronze Age ceramic and archaeological data ......................... 323
S. Valentini, Ritual activities in the «rural shirines» at Tell Barri, in the Khabur

region, during the Ninevite 5 period ........................................................................ 345
K. Vansteenhuyse, M. al-Maqdissi, P. Degryse, K. Van Lerberghe, Late Helladic

ceramics at Tell Tweini and in the kingdom of Ugarit ............................................ 359
F. Venturi, The Sea People in the Levant: A North Syrian perspective ........................ 365
V. Verardi, The different stages of the Acropolis from the Amorite period at Tell

Mohammed Diyab .................................................................................................. 383
V. Vezzoli, Islamic Period settlement in Tell Leilan Region (Northern Jaz�ra): The

material evidence from the 1995 Survey .................................................................. 393
O. Vicente i Campos, La aplicación de las nuevas tecnologías de la información y la

comunicación en el yacimiento arqueológico de Tell Halula ....................................... 405
N. Vismara, Lo sviluppo delle metodologie della scienza numismatica e la scoperta di

una nuova area di produzione monetale: il caso dell’identificazione della emissioni della
Lycia in epoca arcaica ............................................................................................. 417

T. Watkins, Natural environment versus cultural environment: The implications of creating
a built environment ................................................................................................. 427

N. Yalman, An alternative interpretation on the relationship between the settlement
layout and social organization in Çatalhöyük Neolithic site: A ethnological research
in Central Anatolia................................................................................................ 439

E. Yanai, Ein Assawir, Tel Magal and the peripheral settlement in the Northern Sharon
from the Neolithic period until the end of the Early Bronze Age III ...................... 449

E. Yanai, Cemetery of the Intermediate Bronze Age at Bet Dagan .............................. 459
E. Yanai, The trade with Cypriot Grey Lustrous Wheel Made Ware between Cyprus,

North Syrian Lebanese coast and Israel.................................................................. 483

Workshops - Talleres de debate 

Workshop I

Houses for the Living and a Place for the Dead

N. Balkan, M. Molist and D. Stordeur 
(eds.)

Introduction: House for the living and place for the dead. In memory of Jacques
Cauvin ................................................................................................................... 505

P. C. Edwards, The symbolic dimensions of material culture at Wadi Hammeh 27.......... 507

Index - Índice 15



�� �� ������ �� �	
������� ���������	�
���������	�
��������������������������������	�	�

������ ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

�� �����	� �� �	����� �� �������� ������������������	���	�����������������������
�� ������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

�� ��	� ��� �� !"�#�$� !	��"�����"���������������	�����������	����������#�$��
� �����%������&�	�''()��	���	���''()�����	��������������������������������������������������� �%�

&� !��'��*������	������+�	����,�	������	���������	��(���������������������+���������� �(�
�� �� �)���*�  �+-������+���������.����/�01���2"����	��������	��+�$��	���

����
�������
��	���������	� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� %+,
-� �� �� �� �..�$���� )����	�����������	�����(�������� ���� �������������������������� %��
/� 0��.���� 3�����	�������	���"�����,����	������������$���� ����������������������������������� %��

���������			

���������	
��� �������� �	�������
���� ����


3�(��$�	�����
�'%�#11����	�
�*%�,��������	���%������
����%�

�	�������	� #�$��1���"��	���������	���� �������� �	������������ ����� ������������������ %%,
0� 1������ ����'���-�������3����	�
�����	���	
������	��������$��1��	������	������������������� %��
2� 3��#�"�4�� ������*5��5�"5��66575����(�������������������	����	���������

�� �������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� %(�
�� ���8
.� ����	�������	�����	������������������������������������������������������������������ �+(
�� 95��:�� �� -�
	�� #���	��+���	���������������	��	���������	���� ��������

����������������������	��������� "���� ����������������������������������������������������������������� ��(
�� �	8��� �� 9������ �� 1"�6	���� (�$��	�������	����������������	�����

�� ���'���-����� �4���	����	��5��"������+�����	��"������-����������������������� �,�
;� /.��� ����(����������������������	���	� ��������	�#	�������(�$��	����������

��1����!������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��,
�� ��"	<�� (���������������	���	����	 ��������������������������������������������������������������� �%(

��������������������

�% '�������	����� ���6���	��	���	���,�	�������	����#������������� ���#	���	�(�������



Tell es-Sultan/Jericho from village to town:
A reassessment of the Early Bronze Age I

settlement and necropolis

Lorenzo Nigro, Rome

Abstract

An overall reassessment of Jericho Early Bronze Age stratigraphy has been generated by Italian-
Palestinian excavations in Area F (on the northern plateau), where previous expeditions already
investigated interesting remains of the early urban settlement at Tell es-Sultan. Especially John
Garstang’s 1936 excavations, though remained largely unpublished, exposed a huge portion of
the Early Bronze Age rural village, which gradually developed into a small town during Early
Bronze IB. Finds, stratigraphy and architecture of such a village exemplarily illustrate the
mechanisms and reactions which lead to the birth of an early urban society in the Lower Jordan
Valley during the last quarter of the 4th Millennium BC.

Keywords: Jericho/Tell es-Sultan, Early Bronze I, Shrine, Proto-Urban development,
socio-economic dynamics, cultural interactions, Egyptian influx, status symbols, apsidal
buildings, domestic architecture, terrace wall.

1. Introduction
This paper is a brief summary of a research activity linked to the Jericho

Project carried out by Rome «La Sapienza» Expedition to Palestine & Jordan
and the Department of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage of the Palestinian
National Authority,1 which matches data gathered during the Italian-Palestinian
excavations in Area F at Tell es-Sultan/ancient Jericho,2 and the following reap-
praisal of the original documentation from previous Austro-German and
British expeditions, respectively directed by E. Sellin and C. Watzinger, John
Garstang and Kathleen M. Kenyon.3 Archaeological record from previous exca-
vations was made available by the Palestine Exploration Fund, which I deeply
thank,4 and it was basically taken out from original plans, drawings and diaries
of John Garstang’s unpublished 1936 season, when a large part of the Early
Bronze I village on the northern plateau of Tell es-Sultan was excavated.5
Garstang’s discoveries were put together with those made by Sellin and

1 I wish to deeply thank Dr Hamdan Taha, Director General of Antiquities, for the constant engage-
ment in the safeguard and protection of the heavy threatened archaeological heritage of Palestine, and for
the friendly cooperation with our University.

2 The Early Bronze Age dwelling quarter excavated on the northern plateau of the tell in years 1998-
2000 (Nigro 2000; 2006: 5-6, 10-17).

3 For a summary of the excavations at the Tell es-Sultan see Sellin - Watzinger 1913; Garstang -
Garstang 1948; Kenyon 1957; Marchetti - Nigro eds. 1998; 2000; Nigro 2006.

4 To the Curator Dr. Felicity Cobbing, and the Chairman of the Executive Committee Dr. Jonathan
Tubb (The British Museum), I wish to express my deepest gratitude.

5 Garstang et al. 1935: 149-150, 152-153; 1936: 73-74; Nigro 2005: 15-18, figs. 3.7-3.9.



Watzinger, and K.M. Kenyon in Squares EIII-IV6 and Trench II, respectively to
the south and to the north of Garstang’s North-Eastern Trench, in order to
obtain two plans for the two main stratigraphic phases so far identified in the
Early Bronze I occupation at Tell es-Sultan; namely, according to the Italian-
Palestinian periodization7, Sultan IIIa1 (Early Bronze Age IA; fig. 1) and Sultan
IIIa2 (Early Bronze Age IB; fig. 2).8

The reconstruction of the original stratigraphy of this 60 x 20 m wide trench
(fig. 3)9 allowed to fix more precisely the attribution of finds to their original con-
texts, and thus to examine the Sultan IIIa material culture in a more detailed
diachronic perspective, depicting a very interesting picture of the earliest Bronze
Age village grown on Tell es-Sultan.

A strategic point of the study was the comparison of data from the tell with
those collected in the necropolis, which included very famous and important
tombs (such as Kenyon’s well known tombs A94, K1, K2, and the very important
Garstang’s Tomb A).10 Very interesting patterns were noticed in the tombs to be
re-interpreted in the light of the transformation of the village on the tell into a
small town at the beginning of the Early Bronze Age.

The importance of the site at this crucial transformation of the early Pales-
tinian society depended not only on the generous natural resources of the Jericho
Oasis, but also on its location at one of the main crossroads of the Ancient Near
East, opened to the influences both from North and East mainly across the Jor-
dan Valley, and from South and West up to the Egypt. Its geographical centrality
does make Tell es-Sultan a favourable observatory where the different cultural
facies of the EB I (the North-eastern, Central and Southern Transjordanian ones,
and the Central Palestinian one) met, overlapped and merged together, offering an
invaluable setting for a coherent and satisfying archaeological definition of this
period.11 The meeting and combination in Jericho of the different Palestinian and
Transjordanian Proto-Urban horizons produced a new original culture, which
would have generated, at the beginning of the third millennium BC, the first fully
urban society of the region.

2. Sultan IIIA1 (Early Bronze IA, 3300-3200 BC): The settlement
of a new community of farmers
After the occupation of at least a part of Tell es-Sultan during the Chalcolith-

ic Period (a cornet base and a churn were found by K.M. Kenyon in Trench I,12 a
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6 Hennessy 1967: 6-15; Kenyon 1981: 314-325.
7 Marchetti - Nigro eds. 1998: 13-14; Nigro 2006: tab. 1.
8 These phases roughly correspond to Garstang’s Levels VII (Sultan IIIa1, EB IA) and VI (Sultan IIIa2,

EB IB). See Nigro 2005: 16-17, notes 2-3.
9 Nigro 2005: section IV, figs. 3.2-3.6.
10 Kenyon 1960: 16-40 (Tomb A94); Kenyon 1965: 8-27 (Tomb K2), 27-31 (Tomb K1); Garstang 1932:

18-21, 41-42 (Tomb A).
11 Nigro 2005: 2-6, note 2. For a general overlook of the various EB I horizons see Philip 2001: 170, 203-207.
12 Holland 1987: 22.



flint hammer and a fan scraper were retrieved by the Italian-Palestinian Expedition
in Area F),13 when the main settlement in the Jericho Oasis was possibly repre-
sented by Tell el-Mafjar,14 in the second half of the 4th millennium BC a new
group of breeders and farmers settled at Tell es-Sultan, where they found the
much favourable environment of the Oasis.

The earliest EB I rural village at Tell es-Sultan was dug by J. Garstang in the
north-eastern sector of the tell, where circular huts were brought to light on top of
at least three terraces sloping from west to east, towards the Spring and the Oasis.15

A small, but important portion was excavated by Kenyon in Trench II16 and in
Square EIV.17

The two lowest terraces of the village were separated by a considerable ter-
race-wall (fig. 4), which from many respects represents the main topographic fea-
ture of the north-eastern area of the tell.18 It was in fact identified by all of the
Expeditions,19 and in the successive phase of the following urban period (Sultan
IIIb/Early Bronze II) it was superimposed by the very city-wall.20

2.1. The earliest settlement (Sultan IIIa1, EB IA)
The earliest settlement consisted of juxtaposed circular huts in mud-bricks laid

upon foundations of undressed stones and slabs,21 with sunken floor and a possible
straw or adobe dome (as still used in some regions of inner Syria), usually flanked by
installations (such as circular silos, stone platforms) and frequently –if not always–
grouped in couples.22 The westernmost house consisting of 177-173 opened into a
courtyard (176) with a circular silos and a fireplace. To the south, there were two
large apsidal buildings (170, 175), with a stone platform (179) attached (fig. 5).23 A
major house, in the middle of the excavated area, comprised two circular huts (187,
394) and a rectangular structure (388+399), standing against the north-south terrace-
wall and delimitated to the north by another major structure called «demarcation
wall». In the «L-shaped» courtyard (396+397) of the house there were a silos and a
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13 On the debated issue of the presence, or not, of a Chalcolithic occupation at Tell es-Sultan see
North 1981; Garfinkel 1999.

14 A site recently explored by the Palestinian-Norwegian Expedition directed by Hamdan Taha and
Randi Haaland (Taha et al. 2004).

15 Nigro 2005: 23-34.
16 Kenyon 1981: 146-147, pls. 100a, 249a; Nigro 2005: 113-114.
17 Kenyon 1981: 315-321, pls. 313a, 323e, g, h, j; Nigro 2005: 120-122.
18 Nigro 2005: 23-25; 2006b: 353-354.
19 Sellin - Watinger 1913: fig. 10; Kenyon 1981: pls. 313-314; and the unpublished plans of Garstang’s

1936 season published in Nigro 2005: figs. 3.8-3.9.
20 See Garstang et al. 1936: pl. XXVIII.
21 See Nigro 2005: fig. 3.17.
22 A kind of architecture attested to in many EB I northern Palestinian sites, such as Yiftahel, Tel Teo,

Meser, Megiddo, Tell esh-Shuna, Jebel Mutawwaq, Tell Um Hammad (Braun 1989; Enea 1996), up to the
Lebanese coast (see the examples from Dakermann, near Sidon, and Byblos; Saidah 1979; Dunand 1973,
217-233, 244-246) on the one hand, and the southern Syria on the other hand (Khirbet al-Umbashi; Brae-
mer-Échallier 2004: 63-64).

23 Nigro 2005: 25-27, figs. 3.15-3.19.



tannur (fig. 6).24 A noteworthy evidence was that uncovered to the east of the ter-
race-wall, in a sector which will be largely obliterated by erosion and following build-
ing activities connected to the road which cuts Tell es-Sultan. Here, at least three
domestic units consisting of circular huts («Ring Ofen», 271, 254), rectangular
fences, silos and fireplaces were brought to light25. In Kenyon’s excavations, the same
earliest phase of the rural village is represented by the precinct ZZG and the already
mentioned terrace-wall (ZZE-ZZT)26, that is the southward prosecution of that dug
by Garstang in Level VII, which bordered to the east the middle terrace of the vil-
lage in Squares EIII-IV (Phases DD-R)27, and by the circular huts OBM and OBO
unearthed in Trench II28, which were preserved in a very bad state in respect of those
excavated by Garstang, due to the erosion of the northern slope of the tell29.

2.2. The ceramic inventory of Sultan IIIa1
The ceramic inventory of this initial phase it is characterized by hemispherical

bowls and bowls with straight sides, juglets and small jars with lug handles, and
storage jars with everted rim.30 In the earliest layers the commonest decoration is
incised, notched or punctuated (this latter a distinguished feature of the Southern
Transjordanian tradition, such as in the EB IA Bab edh-Dhra‘ pottery inventory),
while in a mature phase of development of the settlement, it is noteworthy the
first appearance of Line-Painted Ware, a specialized production which in the fol-
lowing phase will become a distinctive indicator (fig. 7).31 Large containers such as
storage jars and vats are conversely characterized by a white or cream wash and a
wavy band slip.32

2.3. Garstang’s Shrine 420
In a later phase of the Sultan IIIa1 period, at the north-eastern edge of

Garstang’s Trench, just underneath the Early Bronze III city-walls, a small rough-
ly rectangular-shaped shrine with a bent-axis entrance on its long side was built:
Shrine 420, the so-called Garstang’s «Babylonian Shrine» (fig. 8).33 It was erected
within the dwelling quarter but in an area deliberately separated from the houses
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24 Nigro 2005: 28-30, figs. 3.20-3.25.
25 Nigro 2005: 32, figs. 3.26-3.27.
26 Kenyon 1981: 315-321, pl. 313a.
27 Nigro 2005: 120-121.
28 Kenyon 1981: 146-147, pls. 100a, 249a; Nigro 2005: 113-114, figs. 4.5-4.6.
29 In Trench I K.M. Kenyon excavated a terrace-wall called «EO», which she attributed to the latest

Neolithic phase (Stage XXXII; Kenyon 1981, 96, pls. 77-78, 229a.). Actually, it is in a similar stragraphic, struc-
tural and topographic location in respect of the Garstang’s terrace-wall in the North-Eastern Trench, and may
thus be considered another terrace-wall belonging to the earliest Early Bronze Age village (Nigro 2005: 111, pls.
4.2-4.4).

30 Nigro 2005: pls. 1-3, 20-21, 25-26, 29, 31, 33, 36.
31 Sala 2005a: 174-175.
32 Sala 2005a: 176-177.
33 Garstang et al. 1936: 73-74, pl. XLIa; Garstang - Garstang 1948: 78-79, fig. 8; Nigro 2005: 33-34; Sala 2005b.



by the erection of a north-west/south-east «demarcation wall». Shrine 420 repre-
sents a cult structure for both its architectural features and the kind of the related
finds. A large plastered dais with some circular depressions («cup-marks») was built
at the north-western end opposite to the entrance, while a continuous plastered
bench lines against the walls of the other sides of the room. A niche, not noticed
by Garstang, was just in front of the cup marks in the dais of the shrine. It seems
thus possible that at least some of the cult furnishings, found in the same level and
associated by Garstang to the shrine, namely, a stone smoothed object of oval sec-
tion, tentatively interpreted as a massebah; a small libation altar; two limestone bases,
and two other betyls,34 were originally placed into the niche.

2.4. Early phases of use of the necropolis (end of Early Bronze IA)
A parallel very important set of information was collected in the necropolis.

It is of course impossible here to take into consideration all data made available
by Garstang’s and Kenyon’s excavations. Kenyon excavated eight tombs used
during the Early Bronze I, located in cemeteries A and K, just north and west of
Tell es-Sultan.35 Garstang had already brought to light two tombs, Tomb A and
Tomb 24, west of the tell (around 100 meter north of Tawahin es-Sukkar), which
may be included into Cemetery K, since they belong to the same typology (a
carved cave with a central pillar supporting the collapsed roof). Especially,
Garstang’s Tomb A has provided a continuous stratigraphy through the entire
Early Bronze Age.36

Together with Kenyon’s Tombs K1 and A94,37 Garstang’s Tomb A illus-
trates, with its construction and earliest utilization (layer 4), the beginning of fre-
quentation of the area of Tell es-Sultan by a community of semi-nomads, which
was gradually settling nearby the spring of ‘Ain es-Sultan around 3300 BC.38

The pottery found in the lowest layers in these tombs is, in fact, the earliest
found in Jericho for the Early Bronze Age.39 Moreover, the funerary custom with
skulls piled up against the walls and the long bones in the middle of the cave, may
even support the hypothesis that some of the earliest burials were brought from
another cemetery by people settling at Tell es-Sultan.40

2.5. Egyptian contacts
Garstang recovered from the bottom of his Early Bronze I levels (Level VII),

at the eastern edge of his trench,41 two Egyptian or Egyptianizing ceremonial
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34 Garstang et al. 1936: 73-74, pl. XLIb.
35 Polcaro 2005b.
36 Polcaro 2005a.
37 Kenyon 1960: 16-40 (Tomb A94); Kenyon 1965: 27-31 (Tomb K1).
38 Nigro 2005: 198-199.
39 Kenyon 1955: 113; Nigro 2005: 16, note 3.
40 Kenyon 1957: 95-100.
41 Garstang et al. 1936, pl. XXXVI:24-26; Garstang - Garstang 1948, 79.



mace-heads and a possible stone palette. These items, characteristic of the late pre-
and proto-dynastic period in Egypt, provide one of the most important inter-cul-
tural links for the first Early Bronze occupation at Tell es-Sultan.42

Moreover, the presence of two Egyptianizing vessels, the so-called «lotus
vases», retrieved in the EB IA layers of Kenyon’s Tombs A114 and K1 testify to
the particular relationship between Tell es-Sultan and the emerging Egyptian reign,
which will have such a prominent role in the development of the first urban cul-
ture in Palestine.43 A relationship due, on one hand, to the position of Tell es-Sul-
tan on an important crossroad in the Jordan Valley, on the other hand, to the
numerous resources of the Oasis and the Dead Sea, that through Jericho had to
be exported (namely, salt and sulphur from the Dead Sea, bitumen, dates).

2.6. Jericho in the Early Bronze IA: the settlement of a rural community
Summing up data from the necropolis and the tell, Sultan IIIa1 (Garstang’s level

VII, Kenyon’s Phases DD-R in Squares EIII-IV) illustrates a clear example of seden-
tarization of an agricultural community, when only some of the people seasonally
using the necropolis settled on the tell. At the beginning the dwelling was sparse, with
circular huts irregularly displaced on difference terraces, the only common work being
a series of terrace-walls, which enucleated an area for a shrine. This rural village, how-
ever, rapidly flourished, as it is also shown by some noteworthy finds.

3. Sultan IIIa2 (Early Bronze IB, 3200-3000 BC): the full growth of
proto-urban village
The passage to the following stratigraphic phase, called Sultan IIIa2 (Early

Bronze IB) is indicated by the reconstruction of the major north-south terrace-
wall,44 with a new course of stone foundations (already brought to light by the
Austro-German Expedition),45 and by the east-west boundary wall delimitating the
Shrine terrace (fig. 2).

3.1. The Proto-Urban settlement (Sultan IIIa2, EB IB)
The original rural village with circular huts displaced on various terraces without

a clear order underwent a progressive growth, distinguished by the addition of rec-
tangular houses, sometimes with rounded corners, and great apsidal buildings (fig. 9),
within a neater partition into compounds of rectangular or trapezoidal shape.

In the sector excavated by J. Garstang46, where Sultan IIIa2 is represented by
his «level VI»; the major feature was a street (158+174) running south-west/north-
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42 Garstang et al. 1936: pl. XXXVI:24-26; Garstang - Garstang 1948: 79.
43 Sal 2005a: 177-178.
44 Now Kenyon’s wall ZA (Kenyon 1981: 322). Parr differently interpreted this structure as a first for-

tification wall of the proto-urban settlement (Parr 2000: 391-392).
45 Sellin - Watzinger 1913: fig. 10.
46 Nigro 2005: 35-41.



east (fig. 2), which demonstrates the changing status of the settlement, gradually
transforming into a large village. This street, 2 meters wide, will be continuously
used during the whole urban period at Jericho, even though with some drastic
changes in its northern end after the construction of the Early Bronze Age III
city-walls.47

A few structures were identified in the uppermost western terrace, where, how-
ever, a major compound (164, 166) flanked the street. In the westernmost House
167+168 a Line-Painted amphoriskos, a Band Slip small jar, and a Red Slip juglet with
loop handle, refined with net burnishing, were retrieved,48 as well as six storage jars,
some with band slip decoration.49 The storeroom, one of the earliest excavated at
the site, may be considered a demonstration of the increasing agricultural capacity of
the Jericho community. Burnt barley, lentils and grapes were in facts found, accord-
ing to John Garstang’s Field Diary, in another jar of room 168.50

In the central terrace, on the eastern side of the street, several domestic
units were identified. From north to south: House 161, a large courtyard
162+169, with a huge stone grinding slab, possibly used by the inhabitants of
the composite House 362+372+379+374.51 The latter was a tripartite domestic
rectangular unit which also included round hut 362, which is the later recons-
truction of previous hut 394. The house was directly leaning on the north-
south terrace-wall, and communicated with two courtyards. In what was the
rear open space (380), there were a silos (378) and a tannur (384), while inside
the main room 372+379+374 a limestone mortar was found of a type which
will be a classic domestic tool during the whole Early Bronze Age at Jericho (fig.
10).52 Among pottery vessels from this house, a net burnished Red Slip ampho-
riskos is particularly noticeable.53

In the southern sector, structures excavated by Garstang were completed by
Kenyon in Squares EIII-IV (Phases Q-N - Sultan IIIa2, EB IB), who uncovered
some rectangular buildings with rounded corners, and, a huge apsidal building (fig.
9) probably destined to a some kind of community or at least extra-familiar func-
tions, an archetypal sign of a growing social complexity.54

The implemented social complexity is also testified to by the increased
retrieval of status-symbols, such as limestone and calcite mace-heads, both on the
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47 Garstang et al. 1935: 152-154, pl. XXIII. The southward prosecution of the street of the EB II-III
dwelling quarter has been identified by the Italian-Palestinian Expedition in Area F (street L.437, then
L.307; Nigro 2000: 22-23, figs. 1:15, 1:17-18; Nigro 2006: 5-6, 10). The street first turned slightly to north-
east and then, cause of the erection of the city-wall to the north, sharply bended to north-west and ran
westwards, where it was first unearthed by Sellin and Watzinger in the south-eastern corner of Square E6
(Sellin - Watzinger 1913: 36-38, fig. 17, pl. II).

48 Nigro 2005: 36, pl. 5.
49 Nigro 2005: 37, pls. 6-7.
50 Nigro 2005: 37, note 18.
51 Nigro 2005: 38.
52 See e.g. for comparisons the specimens found by the Italian-Palestinian Expedition in Building B1

(Marchetti - Nigro eds. 2000: 132, fig. 3.16) and by K.M. Kenyon (Kenyon 1981: 166, 363, pls. 107, 194b).
53 Nigro 2005: fig. 3.37, pl. 8.
54 Kenyon 1981: 322-325, pls. 313b-314; Nigro 2005: 122-124.



site and in the necropolis and, by the diversification of pottery assemblages again
both on the tell and in the contemporary tombs.55

3.2. The «Double Shrine» of Sultan IIIa2
As regards the cultic compound it is also transformed in Garstang’s Level VI,

with the addition of a second room to the east (447)56, which, in spite of the lower
location of the second room, makes the plan of the shrine roughly similar to other
Palestinian «double» temples of the same period (such as that of Tell el-Mutesel-
lim, stratum XIX [J-3]).57

3.3. The Necropolis in the Early Bronze IB and the Burial of a Chief
As far as the necropolis is taken into consideration, significant changes in the

burial custom are noticed in the EB IB strata of the major familiar tombs of ceme-
teries A and K. In Garstang’s Tomb A, a distinguished burial, the earliest in pri-
mary deposition, shows a personage with raised arms and flexed legs.58 In between
the legs a mace-head was found, while the gesture of the arms, as well as the
general position of the dead, as rightly pointed out by A. Polcaro, from the one
hand clearly state his rank, at least within the familiar group if not within the whole
community, and, on the other hand, find a meaningful comparison in the Stele of
Arad,59 where a standing figure raises his hands, and, in the meantime another, in
the same position, is lying upon a rectangular platform, similar to those attested to
in EB IB tombs at Jericho. The same gesture is visible in the only other EB I
iconic representation on a graffito in the stone paved courtyard of the temple of
stratum XIX at Tell el-Mutesellim,60 as well as in some figures on seal impressions
from Bab edh-Dhra’.61

The association to this distinguished burial of a piriform mace-head suggests the
lineage of chief for the dead (we have already seen such status symbols before).

3.4. Economic and Social Growth of Sultan IIIa2
Such important finds also hint at a gradual but substantial transformation of

the site productive and economic capability, which attests to its political status as
a centre progressively inserted in the Early Bronze IB exchange routes, at a very
important junction on the shore of the Dead Sea in the Southern Jordan Valley,
where salt, bitumen, sulphur, animal bones, and especially copper were
exchanged.
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55 Nigro 2005: 200.
56 Nigro 2005: 35.
57 Finkelstein - Ussishkin 2000: 38-52; fig. 3.11.
58 Polcaro 2005a: 59-68.
59 Amiran - Ilan 1972: fig. 87.
60 Loud 1948: pl. 273.
61 Lapp 2003: 541-546, figs. 18.16-17.



3.5. Ceramic Standardization and Typological Segmentation
of Sultan IIIa2

Also the ceramic horizon of Sultan IIIa2, reflects the implementing dynamics
of an emerging Proto-Urban community. Pottery specialization, wares standardi-
zation and typological segmentation are evident beside the common forms of
Simple and Preservation Wares. Moreover, a remarkable presence of Line-Painted
Ware, which characterizes also the funerary assemblages of the contemporary
layers in tombs, is among the main diagnostic elements of the material culture of
this phase.62 Such phenomena are also detectable in other important site and
necropolis of Palestine, namenly: et-Tell (namely, Tombs B, C e G),63 the Ophel
Tomb 3 of Jerusalem64 and Tell en-Nasbeh.65

4. Jericho: a favourable environment for an Early Urban Development
The Jericho material culture, stratigraphy and architecture, as well as the many

other distinctive features of the earliest settled growing community of Sultan
IIIa2, individuate an archaeological horizon which, though enriched by several
outer incomes (from Transjordan, the North and the South-West, including
Egypt), flourished locally, firmly setting a favourable socio-economic basement
upon which, around 3000 BC, without a major break, the fortified town of Sultan
IIIb (Early Bronze II) will rise.66
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Fig. 1: General plan of Sultan IIIa1 rural village (EB IA).

Fig. 2: General plan of Sultan IIIa2 proto-urban village (EB IB).
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Tab. 1: Stratigraphical correlation between the EB I phases identified
by the two British Expeditions directed by J. Garstang (1930-1936) and

K. M. Kenyon (1952-1958) at Tell es-Sultan and in the nearby Necropolis.

Fig. 3: General view of Garstang’s North-Eastern Trench at the end of
1936 excavations, from south-west; at the bottom, the Neolithic structures

(208+461+463) of level XI (courtesy of Palestine Exploration Fund).
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Fig. 4: The north-south terrace-wall excavated by J. Garstang, separating
the two lowest terraces of the Sulatn IIIa (EB I) village, seen form east

(courtesy of Palestine Exploration Fund).

Fig. 5: The western sector of the Sultan IIIa1 (EB IA) village excavated
by J. Garstang, with the circular Houses 173 and 177, and the apsidal

House 175 (courtesy of Palestine Exploration Fund).
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Fig. 6: House 394+388+399, from south-west; on the right, the workers
excavating the eastern face of the north-south terrace-wall; in the central

background, Shrine 420 (after Garstang - Garstang 1948: pl. XI,a).

Fig. 7: Line-Painted Ware from Garstang’s North-Eastern Trench
(courtesy of Palestine Exploration Fund).
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Fig. 8: Shrine 420, from north-west; to be noted, the large plastered dais with cir-
cular depressions on the western side of the cella and the possible traces of a

cultic niche in the western wall (courtesy of Palestine Exploration Fund).

Fig. 9: The big apsidal building excavated by K. M. Kenyon in Squares
EIII-IV (Phases Q-N) in 1952-1958 (after Kenyon 1981: pl. 174).
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Fig. 10: The rectangular House 372+379+374, from south
(courtesy of Palestine Exploration Fund).


